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Mapping Metal Rich Roman Cyprus: 
The Case for Object-Centred Approaches

E  H

Abstract: This paper makes the case for developing ongoing research on Roman Cyprus’s 
metal profi le by integrating object-centred approaches. It does so by focusing on the 
British Museum’s Cypriot collection as it contains a signifi cant number of metal artefacts. 
The paper opens with a brief overview of key ancient evidence and the impact of recent, 
multidisciplinary approaches before introducing the collection and the data assembled for 
this case study. Assessment of this body of evidence highlights the benefi ts of undertaking 
systematic study of metalware related to Cyprus. A museological approach that focuses 
on the materiality of objects will also demonstrate how lines of enquiry can be developed 
to enhance current investigations of mining, metallurgy, and metal consumption across 
the island as well as shed further light on the role and cultural value of metals. This has 
huge implications for the study of Roman Cyprus and the wider Roman Mediterranean.
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Understanding of the role of metals in their social, cultural, and economic contextual 
dynamics, both local and regional, particularly the relationship between the production 
and consumption of metals and the articulation of cultural identity, is evolving. Over 
recent decades there has been a rise in sustained, multidisciplinary investigations of sites 
across Cyprus and these have advanced understanding of the island’s mining history and 
identity considerably.1 For example, radiocarbon dating of wooden supports at Skouriotissa 
(notable as the last operating copper mine on the island) confi rms that this mining hub 
was active from the ninth century .2 Recent systematic study of its ancient slag heaps 

1 Kassianidou, Agapiou, Manning 2021: 986–987 presents an overview of key works and trends in schol-
arly focus.

2 Kassianidou, Agapiou, Manning 2021: 991. 
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using this application has also demonstrated that the most intense mining activity took 
place during the late Roman and early Byzantine periods (i.e. fourth–seventh centu-
ries ).3 Mining at this site during the fi rst century  (sometime between 73–26 ) 
also appears to have been profound.4 While a powerful indication of ancient Cyprus’s 
industrial landscape, modern exploitation of copper has signifi cantly damaged evidence 
relating to ancient mining processes and so it remains challenging to build a complete 
picture within this context.5 For this reason, multidisciplinary scientifi c and non-scientifi c 
approaches must be embraced to continue discussion, even if it is not always possible to 
reach fi rm conclusions. To demonstrate how current understanding of Roman Cyprus’s 
metal profi le can be signifi cantly enhanced through the study of museum collections, 
this piece will:
– direct the reader to the key literary references concerning the primacy of copper as 

a source in Roman Cyprus;
– identify signifi cant, ongoing lines of enquiry about mining, metallurgy and metal usage 

during this period;
– explore ways to complement and develop current studies that are driven by multidisci-

plinary exploration of the landscape.

Analysis of the collection of Cypriot artefacts held by the British Museum will serve as 
a case study. The methodology underpinning the research using the museum’s catalogue 
has been limited by restrictions brought about because of COVID-19 (understandably the 
research had to be conducted remotely and was reliant on the museum’s online catalogue) 
and so conclusions drawn are far from defi nitive. Instead, observations made should be 
considered as a starting point to renew conversation around Roman Cyprus’s status and 
identity in relation to the extraction, production, and use of metals. Ultimately, this paper 
aims to highlight that analysis of metal artefacts held in museum collections will open 
new and enrich existing dialogues on social, economic, cultural, and political trends and 
behaviours across periods and sites. Doing so presents further opportunities to explore new 
approaches to investigations of the island’s metal profi le that will lead to more nuanced 
interpretation of mining, metallurgy, and metal usage. It will also encourage broader discus-
sion concerning the ways in which evidence relating to Roman Cyprus can contribute to 
wider investigation of metals and their signifi cance in the Roman Empire.6

3 Kassianidou, Agapiou, Manning 2021: 997. Note also: Socratous, Kassianidou, Pasquale 2015 for further 
insight into the contribution that study of slag heaps has made to the picture of ancient Cyprus’s industrial 
landscape.

4 Kassianidou, Agapiou, Manning 2021: 999, 1002.
5 Kassianidou, Agapiou, Manning 2021: 987.
6 For example, Kurke 1999 on the ‘language of metals’. See also: Crisà, Gkikaki, Rowan 2019, one of 

many recent outputs of the ‘Token Communities in the Ancient Mediterranean’ project.
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EVIDENCE FOR MINING AND THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
OF METALS IN ROMAN CYPRUS

Ancient Cyprus’s identity as a copper producing powerhouse in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean is undeniable and has long been commented on. Natural deposits of copper were 
discovered during the fourth millennium  and archaeological surveys of the Troodos 
Ophiolite have established that communities developed competencies in mining and metal 
work by the Late Bronze Age – by which time the island was one of the region’s main 
suppliers of the metal.7 It is no surprise that narratives about the island as a landscape 
synonymous with copper and metalwork emerged early on in the literary tradition and 
were widespread.8 It is widely accepted that the island’s natural resources rendered it an 
attractive, profi table prospect and that by the time it was under Ptolemaic control it brought 
in considerable revenue.9 According to some, this reality, combined with its advantageous 
position in the Eastern Mediterranean, the expansion of Roman territories in the region, 
and the failing thalassocracy of the Ptolemies, meant that Cyprus’s annexation by Rome 
in 58  was inevitable.10 Despite their clear importance and profi tability, few references 
exist regarding the operation of the mines during the Roman period. The fi rst signifi cant 
piece of information concerns their organisation under the Emperor Augustus. Josephus, 
writing in the fi rst century , recounts that the mines were once leased to Herod the Great 
by Augustus for three hundred talents in around 12 .11 For overseeing their management 
Herod was able to keep half of the profi ts but it appears that following his death in 6 , 
the mines were controlled exclusively by Rome.12 Galen’s fi rst-hand account of his visit to 
the island in  166 provides the next source of information. He wrote that he was given 
a personal tour of the mines of Soloi by the procurator of the mines, a friend of his, and 
that he was able to collect samples for medicinal and experimental use.13 The fi rst point 
regarding the administration of the mines in this context is signifi cant: the position of 
procurator of the mines was appointed by the Emperor distinguishing the mines as imperial 

7 Kassianidou 2013: 36. For the geological profi le of the island see in particular: Constantinou 2007; 2010; 
2012. See also: Hussein 2021: 3–5.

8 For example, see: Knapp 2008 and Franklin 2016. The former explores the development of communi-
ties in prehistoric and protohistoric Cyprus of which the production and trade of metals plays a crucial role. 
Kassianidou, Knapp 2005 also sheds light on this matter. The latter explores the history and impact of the 
mythological priest-king Kinyras who was synonymous with the island and copper. 

9 Hill 1940: 174–175; Mehl 1995a: 117; 1995b: 31; Cayla, Hermary 2003: 254. See also: Hussein 2021: 
24–26. As noted above, see: Kassianidou, Agapiou, Manning 2021: 999, 1002.

10 For full analysis of the annexation and early administration of Cyprus by Rome, see: Calvelli 2020; 
Hussein 2021: 23–56.

11 Joseph., A.J. 16.4.5; Kassianidou 2000: 751–752; Hauben 2005. See also: IGRR III: 938 which has been 
interpreted as a monument set up to commemorate Herod.

12 Kassianidou 2000: 752.
13 Gal., Ant. 2.1.2; Kassianidou 2000: 747–748, 752–753; Michaelides 2011: 94; Hirt 2010: 248. Another 

fragmentary monument from the environs of Soloi could refer to the activity of these mines during the second 
century . See: SEG XXX: 1658; Mitford 1980: 1327.
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property and under specifi c management.14 On the second point, the uses of copper and its 
by-products for medicinal purposes, further insight can be gained from study of Pliny the 
Elder’s Natural History which underscores the renown of Cypriot copper.15 Ultimately, 
Galen’s observations off er an enduring glimpse of the working conditions. His description 
of slaves running naked through the mines thick with sulphur highlight the unfortunate 
and horrendous plight of those sent to work there and undertake the most dangerous 
tasks.16 During the fourth century , the introduction of the law damnatio ad metalla 
saw the punishment of criminals and martyrs to work in mines across the Roman Empire 
and according to Eusebius this was the fate of many Christian martyrs.17 Traditionally, 
it was thought that by the time of Galen’s visit to Cyprus, the extraction of copper from 
the mines had dwindled, instead they were plundered for their salt reserves, and that by the 
fourth century mining has ceased altogether in Cyprus.18 Assessment of slag heaps and 
pottery fi nds in mining contexts across the island has enabled this to be contested as it is 
clear that mining operations continued at least until the twelfth century .19

More generally, literary texts from many genres acknowledge the cultural importance 
of copper to the island and highlight Cyprus’s abundant resources that not only facili-
tated the production of metals but also trade and exchange. During the Roman period, 
the island was particularly praised for its ability to be self-suffi  cient because it produced 
timber and fl ax – materials crucial for metalworking (namely wood for fuel) and building 
ships for war and trade (both timber and fl ax for sails).20 Although some accounts are 
now understood to be hyperbolic and more representative of the authors’ world views 
and philosophical tendencies, the few, brief references to the island’s geography and 
other natural reserves refl ect Cyprus’s paradoxical nature as an island. It was considered 
both isolated and self-suffi  cient, a landscape on the edge and not quite part of the Greek 
and Roman Mediterranean because of its location, but also able to maintain connectivity 
with other key landscapes through trade.21 The already mentioned challenges of recon-
structing Cyprus’s ancient mining landscape are compounded by the vagaries of ancient 
literary texts.

14 Key reading on the mines includes: Davies 1930; Bruce 1937; Hill 1940: 238; Mitford 1980: 1297–1298, 
1327, 1347; Potter 2000: 802, 845–847. For the administration of mines in general during the Roman Empire 
see: Hirt 2010.

15 E.g. Plin., Nat. Hist. Book 34 in general, but also 34.2.2 and 34.32.126; Kassianidou 2000: 752.
16 Cf. Diod. Sic. 5.38.1 and Strab., Geog. 12.3.40 c.562 on working conditions of mines elsewhere that 

rendered slaves ill and unprofi table.
17 Euseb., Palestinian Martyrs; Hill 1940: 238; Kassianidou 2000: 753; Hirt 2010: 223–225, 333. See 

also: Gustafson 1994.
18 Kassianidou 2000: 753.
19 Kassianidou 2000: 753–754.
20 E.g. see: Strab., Geog. 14.6.5 c.684 on the economic excellence of the island.
21 A summary of the key sources from the Roman period can be found in: Hussein 2021: 5–19. The sources 

in question include: Strab., Geog. 14.6.1 c.681–14.6.6 c.685; Amm. Marc. 14.8.14–15. See also: Kearns 2018 
and Gordon 2018 for further insight.



 M  M  R  R  C : T  C   O -C  A   171

INTERDISCIPLINARY INROADS: 
LANDSCAPE AND OBJECT-CENTRED APPROACHES

Vasiliki Kassianidou has been a leading voice in demonstrating the importance of continued 
systematic exploration of the island’s ancient industrial landscape to develop understanding 
of its internal socio-economic dynamics as well as its regional impact.22 As hinted above, 
multidisciplinary studies have predominantly focused on prehistoric and protohistoric periods 
of Cyprus’s history. Light has been shed on the extent of mining in the Roman period as 
well as technologies utilised to facilitate this. Furthermore, signifi cant gains regarding the 
economic and social history of Roman Cyprus can be made from continued interdisciplinary 
collaboration. On a micro level this could concern the development and connectivity of 
specifi c key sites and on a macro level data from across the island has the potential to 
contribute to broader understanding of settlement patterns, the development of mining 
technologies, internal and external connectivity and so on.23 At present, what is clear is that 
under Roman rule Cyprus produced copper on an industrial scale.24 Specifi c details about key 
issues raised above (i.e. the location of workshops, the administration and operation of mines, 
and mining technologies within the Roman Cypriot context) is scant and very localised.25

Studies that collate assemblages of artefacts according to site, object type, or 
museum collection complement the emerging picture of Roman Cyprus’s metal profi le.26 
Object-centred explorations of socio-cultural trends tell us something of social practice, 
values, and identity when focused on artefacts grouped by type.27 Similarly, when objects 
by site or museum are assembled and assessed new conclusions could be achieved about 
patterns of manufacture, use, and collecting and preservation.28 This is possible because 
of the ways in which studying artefacts in isolation or as part of an assemblage re-centres 
focus on the materiality of objects.

With this in mind, the importance of maintaining existing lines of enquiry and asking 
new questions to continue discussion is made clear. Some queries that arise from the survey, 
so far, of Roman Cyprus include: If the island continued to extract and smelt copper on an 
industrial scale during the Roman period, what was the copper used for and where did the 
metal and its by-products go? What technologies were developed and employed during 
the Roman period to facilitate this? What other materials, if any, were imported to facili-
tate the production and circulation of goods? What impact did the mining and production 
of metal objects have on the poleis and chora of the island? What other metals and mate-
rials featured in the island’s history as a prolifi c producer of goods? Have other metals 

22 Kassianidou 2000: 745.
23 For example, see: Graham, Winther Jacobsen, Kassianidou 2006.
24 Kassianidou 2004: 99; 2013: 43.
25 For discussion of mining technologies in the Cypriot context during the Hellenistic and Roman peri-

ods, see: Kassianidou 2000: 747–749. For the organisation of the mines during the Roman period, see also: 
Kassianidou 2000: 751–753. 

26 E.g. Knapp, Kassianidou, Donnelly 2001; Kassianidou, Charalambous 2019a; 2019b.
27 E.g. Michaelides 1984; 2011; Zachariou-Kaila 2009.
28 E.g. Kassianidou 2018a; 2018b; Wacławik 2020.
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or materials been overshadowed by the island’s historic association with copper? If so, 
did a ‘hierarchy of materials’ exist? What can these alternative materials tell us of trade, 
connectivity, insularity, and cultural identity?

BUILDING UPON EXISTING OBJECT-LED APPROACHES: 
CYPRIOT ARTEFACTS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM

To demonstrate the research potential of taking an object-centred approach, this section 
will focus on the collection of Cypriot artefacts held in the British Museum. Around 
10,000 objects comprise the Cypriot collection but determining the exact number relating 
to Cyprus remains problematic: basic catalogue searches that focus on fi ndspots and places 
of production include objects assumed to be from the island as well as those from else-
where. Equally problematic is the reality that the online catalogue does not allow results 
over 10,000 to be downloaded as an Excel Spreadsheet. Using the keywords ‘Roman 
Cyprus’, the catalogue yields 9,406 results.29 A number of erroneous or dubious entries 
required removal and so the total number of artefacts for this case study stands at 9,205.30 
Of this data, 2,419 artefacts are made of, or contain traces of, metal. It is hardly surprising 
that such a signifi cant proportion of the collection is comprised of objects made of or 
containing traces of gold, silver, and bronze. Equally predictable are the object groupings 
that rank highest in number. Earrings appear the most with 542 entries recorded, diadems 
257 times, and fi nger rings are 151 in number. Many of the fi nds are from burial contexts, 
the hunting ground of some of the earliest investigations across the island. These factors 
account for the expected high numbers of dazzling artefacts such as jewellery as well as 
other smaller fi nds such as coins as artefacts made of metals were prestigious and sought 
after by amateur and early archaeologists. What does stand out is the range of objects that 
are traditionally less distinguished and less frequent in number, such as keys (3 pcs in 
number), locks (2 pcs), nails (16 pcs), fi shhooks (2 pcs), and lamps/lamp stands (at least 
27 pcs), as these refl ect diff erent aspects of daily life. 

Organising this data coherently by date is diffi  cult as many artefacts have been recorded 
as potentially belonging to diff erent periods. A rudimentary search of the 2,419 artefacts 
using the term ‘Roman’ in the column entitled ‘culture’, highlights 333 entries.31 A break-
down of this data by object type and metals detected is presented in Table 1. Again, 
predictably, combinations of gold, silver, and bronze fi nds appear most frequently as well 
as familiar object types, such as coins and jewellery (specifi cally fi nger-rings and earrings). 

29 See the British Museum webpage (BritishMuseum).
30 This data includes 201 entries that require removal, such as forgeries and objects that are not from 

the ancient world or from Cyprus. E.g. museum no.: 1935,0611.14 (a forgery); 1853,0307.630; 2016,5005.7; 
2012,5001.330 (drawing/sketch book); 2013,3020.1 (a label); 1872,0620.23 (an arrowhead: ‘Made in: Greece’, 
‘Excavated/Findspot: Ialysus’). Objects cautiously assumed to have been produced or found in Cyprus have 
not been deleted. Though rudimentary in approach there is ample, varied data to work with to demonstrate the 
opportunities presented by taking an object-centred and museological approach.

31 This is inclusive of entries that are labelled as ‘Hellenistic; Roman’ or are suggestive of other time periods.
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Table 1. Artefacts identifi ed as belonging to the Roman period (in alphabetical order and using descriptors as recorded 
in the British Museum’s database)
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Amulet; pendant 1 1

Artefact 1 1 2

Base 1 1

Bead 2 2 4

Boss 1 1

Box 1 1 2

Bracelet 1 1

Coin 20 1 27 39 87

Cosmetic applicator 3 3

Curse 37 37

Dagger 1 1

Diadem 2 2

Disk 2 2 4

Drinking-cup 1 1

Earring 44 1 45

Figure/fi gurine 5 5

Finger-ring 26 4 3 1 34

Fishhook 1 1

Handle 1 1

Jewellery 3 3

Key 2 2

Knife 1 2 3

Lamp; ladle 3 3

Lock 1 1

Mirror/mirror case 13 2 15
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Artefact type
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Nail/handle 10 2 12

Necklace 4 4

Ornament 1 1

Pan 1 1

Pendant 6 1 7

Pin 1 1 1 3

Plate 2 2

Pot 1 1

Ring 1 2 3

Scroll; curse 2 2

Seal-box 1 1

Socket 1 1

Spatula 7 7

Spearhead 2 2

Spindle 1 1

Spoon 1 1 2

Statue/statuette 2 2

Strigil 3 6 9

Temple-key; model 1 1

Token 1 1

Tweezers 1 1

Vessel 2 3 5

Weight 2 2

Wreath 1 1 2

Total 87 32 79 1 1 3 1 2 1 12 45 30 39 333
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The number of coins recorded (87 in total) is unremarkable as they are of low value (with 
the majority being of copper alloy) and were widely used internally and in some instances 
beyond the island.32 Likewise, that much of this collection is comprised of jewellery is to 
be expected as these were prestige items (44 of the 45 earrings are of gold as are 26 of the 
34 fi nger-rings listed) often deposited as grave goods and discovered in funerary contexts. 
The 39 curse tablets of lead listed (a combination of curse tablets and scroll curse tablets) 
are noteworthy as they represent a social and cultural phenomenon specifi c to Amathus 
during the second to third centuries .33 A number of these curse tablets, which are legal 
in nature, are also carved into selenite and also held by the British Museum.34

General conclusions can also be drawn about the use of metals for certain object 
types. For example, gold, a metal of high aesthetic as well as intrinsic value, was used for 
the manufacture of jewellery.35 Likewise lead is highly malleable and so an appropriate 
material for creating and depositing curse tablets as they could be incised, rolled up, and 
pierced with ease. Other metals such as silver and bronze, not only valued for their lustre, 
appearance, shine and intrinsic worth, are used accordingly – for example, for mirrors 
which could be polished to become refl ective.36 In comparison to the malleability of thin, 
delicate lead sheets, metals of hard-wearing compositions were used for everyday objects 
such as knives, keys, locks and nails.37

A variety of metallurgical manufacturing techniques can also be noted within this 
collection as several artefacts have been cast, hammered, perforated, gilded, riveted, ribbed, 
granulated, lead-glazed, incised, moulded, silver-plated, polished, engraved, soldered, 
and twisted.38 Observing the materiality of metal artefacts in this manner also has the 
potential to highlight the social importance of metals and metalware across Cyprus and 
the landscapes associated with it through evidence of common and specialised modes of 
production. We can turn to artefacts made of other materials within the Cypriot collec-
tion to explore the cultural signifi cance and consumption of metals further, particularly 
discussions about the imitation of metals. For example, some pottery within this collection, 
dated to the Roman period, is recorded as containing various levels of mica – a mineral 
of varying colours that can create a shiny appearance.39 Similarly, artefacts either wholly 

32 RPC I: 576 summarises the history of the mints in Cyprus. Note: Plin., Nat. Hist. 34.2.4 on the use of 
locally extracted copper for the production of coins.

33 In general, see: Hussein 2021: 36–38; Wilburn 2013.
34 For example, included in the database (see footnote 29): museum no. 1891,0418.5. The remainder of the 

curse tablets from this site are held in The Bibliothèque nationale de France.
35 Plin., Nat. Hist. 33.19.60–61 notes that gold is so valued because it does not tarnish like other metals.
36 For example, the following mirrors, museum nos: 1881,0824.148 and 1881,0824.149.
37 For example, a lock made of iron, museum no.: 1881,0824.178; a knife made of iron, museum no.: 

1887,0801.71; and a key made of bronze, museum no.: 1894,1101.590.
38 For example, included in the database (see footnote 29) the following: a gold amulet, museum 

no.: 1895,1025.4, hammered; a (part) silver bead, museum no.: 1966,1101.1, pierced and polished; a lead curse 
tablet, museum no.: 1891,0418.32, folded and pierced (incised?); a gold earring, museum no.: 1894,1101.317, 
twisted, granulated, soldered; a bronze mirror case, museum no.: 1896,0201.323, cast and polished.

39 For an introduction to mica see: Aston, Harrell, Shaw 2000: 45.
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or partly made of haematite, another stone notable for its metallic lustre (often a distinctive 
metallic grey-black colour), are listed.40 Equally worthy of further consideration are the 
small number of artefacts noted for features thought to imitate metalworking. For instance, 
the shape of a pot dated to the fi rst and second centuries  is thought to have been derived 
from a metal prototype.41 This cursory overview of the materiality of the metalware and 
their associated artefacts should not be underestimated. 

It is clear that further analysis of the data relating to Roman Cyprus requires careful 
organisation of the fi nds by site to allow for comparisons of social, cultural and economic 
behaviours across the island and beyond. This could also consider similarities and diff erences 
in trends and practices across diff erent periods of the island’s history. An  object-centred study 
could involve assessment of manufacturing techniques, economic and cultural exchanges 
and links between internal and external settlements. Simple analysis of the 9,205 artefacts 
by fi nd spot using the search terms ‘Amathus’, ‘Kition’, ‘Kouklia’, ‘Kourion’ and ‘Salamis’ 
(well-documented, multiperiod sites) yields the results presented in Table 2 and highlights 
the potential to uncover the role of metals across the island. Immediately, Amathus stands 
out as only 50% of metal artefacts discovered within this context are dated to the Roman 
period. In comparison almost 100% of metal fi nds from the other locations listed are 
recorded as belonging to the same period. Why might this be? Examining the division of 
fi nds across these sites (and others) would be one useful way in which to determine any 
unique social and cultural behaviours within these contexts can be observed. Study of 
fi nds connected with comparable landscapes is also essential. For instance, data gathered 
from a preliminary search of artefacts from Syria within the British Museum’s collection 
shows promise.42 Similar study of this collection would highlight affi  nities and discrepan-
cies between these landscapes within the same period.

It goes without saying that comparative investigations of Cypriot artefacts held in 
other museums and with other landscapes is also necessary to appreciate fully the role and 
materiality of metals. Though a signifi cant undertaking this would help confi rm local 
and regional trends concerning, say, the production, trade, and use of metals and metalware. 
It would also assist in the identifi cation of anomalies or phenomena in consumption specifi c 
to the landscapes under review. Additionally, further investigation could ideally involve 
scientifi c analysis of metal artefacts produced and used in Cyprus to develop understanding 
of their manufacture and materiality. For example, the application of a range of techniques 
could help determine the alloys present in artefacts and from this it would be possible to 
identify the provenance of metals, manufacture and assembly techniques, and the products 

40 For an introduction to haematite see: Aston, Harrell, Shaw 2000: 38. For an example listed in the 
Cypriot collection see the British Museum’s online catalogue (see footnote 29): a cylinder seal, museum 
no.: 1900,0521.1.

41 Museum no.: 1876,0909.49. This piece (Eastern Sigillata A. type series: Hayes Form 116) is thought to 
have been made in Syria or Cyprus. For the imitation of metalware more generally, see: Vickers, Gill 1994.

42 See the British Museum webpage (BritishMuseum) and search the catalogue using the key words: Roman 
Syria. This yields 2560 fi nds that can be downloaded as an Excel Spreadsheet.
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Table 2. The division of artefacts by key sites mentioned

Settlement All fi nds
(out of 9,205)

Artefacts made of /
containing traces of metals

All periods Roman period

Amathus 1233 276 124

Kition 83 10 8

Kouklia 106 3 3

Kourion 645 23 23

Salamis 1078 45 41

of corrosion – all of which could build a detailed picture of trade, exchange, and connectivity 
concerning the production and use of metal objects.43 Portable XRF (X-ray fl uorescence) has 
proven a popular method of assessment because it is non-invasive, yields fast results, and 
is small and portable.44 Although widely-used, analysis using portable XRF is not without 
its limitations, but it remains accurate enough to assist in understanding the materiality of 
metal artefacts and how they were manufactured in antiquity.45

CONCLUSIONS

Object-centred investigations focused on museum collections will complement ongoing 
study of Cyprus’s metal profi le. Opportunities to develop understanding of Roman Cyprus’s 
history as a mining landscape and metal production, exchange, and usage more generally 
will be particularly welcome. Assessment of metal artefacts collated using the British 
Museum’s catalogue that relate to ancient Cyprus yields data, that upon further study 
(i.e. inspection of artefacts and their archival records as well as comparison with other 
collections) demonstrates how enquiries into Roman Cyprus’s culture and society can be 
enhanced. While it is clear that copper is of prime cultural signifi cance across this land-
scape – as emphasised by literary discourse and evidenced by Cyprus’s landscape – this 
initial survey stands as a reminder that study of all metals and object types, notably their 
materiality, is necessary to realise the nuances regarding a number of topics including: the 
hierarchy of metals; the contexts in which they were used, imitated and valued; economic 
and social dynamics of the island driven by trade and exchange. This will ultimately enable 
evidence from Roman Cyprus to contribute to broader discussion of metals and their uses 
across the Mediterranean and beyond. This piece joins others in highlighting the utility 
of revisiting and reassessing the materiality of museum collections and hopes to act as 

43 Ogden 2000: 172. See also: Maddin, Stech Wheeler, Muhly 1980; Hauptmann, Begemann, Schmitt-
Strecker 1999; Pollard, Bray 2014; Düring et al. 2018; Pollard et al. 2018.

44 See: Orfanou, Rehren 2015; Vianello, Tykot 2017; Kassianidou, Charalambous 2019a; 2019b.
45 In particular, see: Düring et al. 2018: 19.
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a springboard for future study and collaboration to develop current understanding of Roman 
Cyprus’s island identity.
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