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Records of the Denbighshire Lordships: 
IV.i. — The Borough of Ruthin in 1483-41 
 
by Matthew F. Stevens 
 
The late Professor Melville Richards of the University College of North 
Wales, Bangor (d. 1973) in 1965 set out in these Transactions the wealth of 
unpublished records from the marcher lordships of what we now know 
as ‘historic Denbighshire’, namely Denbigh, Dyffryn Clwyd, Bromfield & 
Yale and Chirk.2 In doing so Prof. Richards, who was a leading light in 
place-name studies and  was shortly to publish his path breaking survey 
of Welsh Administrative and Territorial Units, introduced to these Transactions 
a series of instalments entitled ‘Records of Denbighshire lordships’.3 So 
far, that series has published, in three instalments, records only of the 
lordship of Dyffryn Clwyd and only so-called ‘rentals’ or ‘surveys’. These 
are lists of each property holder in the lordship and the ground rents they 
paid to the lord each year, plus monies paid by certain persons for the 

 1. This work was supported by the British Academy under grant no. SG171150, ‘Jim 
Crow in Medieval Wales: a comparative approach to the long history of legal 
discrimination and segregation’; the National Science Centre, Poland (Narodowe 
Centrum Nauki) under grant no. UMO-2016/22/M/HS3/00157; and the Polish 
National Agency for Academic Exchange (Narodowa Agencja Wymiany Akademickiej), 
Ulam Fellowship, under grant no. PPN/ULM/2019/1/00033/U/00001.  

 2. M. Richards, ‘Some unpublished source material for the history of the lordships of 
Denbighshire’, these Transactions, 14 (1965), 197–208.  

 3. M. Richards, Welsh Administrative and Territorial Units, Medieval and Modern (Cardiff, 
1969). Prof. Richards also began a study of Welsh place names, but his work by cut 
short by an early death. However, his archive of 328,778 Welsh place names has since 
been made available online, in a searchable form, by Bangor University <http:// 
www.e-gymraeg.co.uk/enwaulleoedd/amr/cronfa_en.aspx >, accessed 20 June 2020. 
And his work was ultimately finished and published as H.W. Owen and R. Morgan, 
Dictionary of Welsh Place Names (Llandysul, 2007).  

15
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right to operate the lord’s mills, to enforce regulations in the borough 
market and other sundry sources of revenue which the lord ‘put to farm’ 
(that is, leased to the highest bidder). Professor Richards published 
‘Records of Denbighshire Lordships: I. –the lordship of Dyffryn Clwyd in 
1465’ in 1966 (volume 15). The series was then taken up by R. Ian Jack, 
who had completed a PhD thesis on the de Grey lords of Dyffryn Clwyd 
in 1961.4 He prepared ‘Records of Denbighshire lordships: II. –the lordship 
of Dyffryn Clwyd in 1324’ in 1968 (volume 17) and finally ‘Records of 
Denbighshire lordships: III. –the lordship of Dyffryn Clwyd, [in] 1630–5’ 
in 1970 (volume 19); between these publications he would move to the 
University of Sydney, where he would finish his career in this century as 
associate Professor and the Royal Australian Historical society’s longest-
serving president (2003–11).   

Presented below, in this new instalment, is the first part – pertaining to 
the borough of Ruthin – of the final and most extensive of the three 
medieval rentals of Dyffryn Clwyd compiled before the 1536 ‘Act for Laws 
and Justice to be Ministered in Wales in like Form as it is in this Realm’ 
(popularly known as the ‘Act of Union’). That is, it was the final rental 
before the Act of Union created the historic county of Denbighshire, 
extended uniform English law to Wales and stripped ‘lordship’ in the 
Welsh March of its plenary character.  It was also the last rental of the 
lordship before its sale to the crown. The de Grey family, descendants of 
the first lord of Dyffryn Clwyd, Reginald de Grey, so created by Edward 
I in 1282, held and closely managed the lordship until Richard de Grey, 
3rd Earl of Kent, finally fell into debt through gambling and sold it to king 
Henry VII before eventually dying in his London townhouse in 1524 
‘when he had greatly wasted his estate’.5 Thus the de Grey’s maintained 
a remarkable continuity of lordship nearly from the lordship’s inception 
until the 1536 Act of Union. The survey of the lordship in 1630–5, edited 

 4. R.I. Jack, ‘The Lords Grey of Ruthin, 1325 to 1490: a study in the lesser baronage’ 
(University of London, unpublished PhD thesis, 1961), now available for download 
from the British Library: Ethos, e-thesis online service, EThOs ID uk.bl.ethos.283008 
< https://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.283008 >, accessed 20 June 
2020. 

  5. G.E Cakyne, ed., The Complete Peerage of England, Scotland, Ireland, Great Britain and the 
United Kingdom, Dormant and Extinct, Volume 4, G. to K. (London, 1892), 354. 
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17RECORDS OF DENBIGHSHIRE LORDSHIPS: IV.i

for these Transactions by Jack, reflects the assets of the lordship when sold 
by Charles I back into private ownership, to Sir Francis Crane.6 

This series of rentals is of great importance for scholars of pre-modern, 
and especially medieval, Wales.  Unlike most marcher lords of Wales, the 
de Grey family astutely managed their Welsh lands and avoided the 
precipitous collapse of lordship income common to most of the March 
after the Black Death of 1348–9 and/or the Glyndŵr rebellion of 1400–15. 
The first two instalments in this series comprise two of the three surviving 
surveys of medieval Dyffryn Clwyd, from 1324 and 1465, the third being 
the 1483–84 rental printed, in part, below. For the vast majority of Wales, 
we have either no, or at most one, such record of property holders and 
rents prior to 1536.  Moreover, unique to Wales, from Dyffryn Clwyd there 
survive relatively complete records of the biannual borough and lordship 
‘great courts’ and three-weekly borough and local-commotal courts, from 
1294 to 1610.7 These encompass the enforcement of lordship regulation, 
and civil and criminal litigation, both great and small. Plus, there survive 
numerous additional but less complete records of surrenders of, and 
admissions to, property in the lordship throughout the later Middle Ages.  
Together these documents are of unparalleled value in unpicking the 
realities of life medieval Dyffryn Clwyd, Denbighshire and Wales, but in 
many ways the rentals are the ‘Rosetta Stone’ which allows us to place the 
disembodied names that appear in the lordship’s court records within the 
townscape and landscape of the lordship. People’s land, and its value, is 
the best measure available to us of the wealth, and sometimes background, 
of inhabitants. For example, is a named individual in a court record from 
a wealthy and long-established family, or that of an impoverished 
newcomer?  Did he, or she, have land and family connections in other 
parts of the lordship? The rentals help us to answer such crucial questions. 

Each of the lordship’s surviving rentals is important.  The 1324 rental 

  6. Jack, ‘Records of Denbighshire lordships: III’, 9–10.  
  7. The National Archives, SC 2/215/65–SC 2/226/6; Many thousands of entries from 

the court rolls, mostly regulatory fines and interpersonal litigation, were translated 
and published as a machine-readable database at the University of Wales, Aber-
ystwyth, between 1991 and 1995. R.R. Davies and Ll.B. Smith, eds, The Dyffryn Clwyd 
Court Roll Database, 1294–1422 (Aberystwyth, 1995). This is now available from the 
UK Data Service <https://www.ukdataservice.ac.uk/>, accessed 20 June 2020.  
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allows us to glimpse, nearest its creation, the post-conquest English colony 
in the lordship and its borough of Ruthin.8 The 1465 rental offers a first 
view of the lordship following the Black Death of 1348–49 and Glyndŵr’s 
rebellion of 1400–15, which resulted in widespread depopulation and 
confiscations of rebels’ estates.9  

The 1483–84 rental, compiled during the lordship of Edmund Grey, 1st 
Earl of Kent, offers the last glimpse of the lordship before the close of the 
Middle Ages and the Act of Union.  Moreover, it is the most detailed of 
the three medieval rentals of the lordship.  Composed neatly and with 
some decorative capitals in a booklet of paper pages bound within a single 
membrane of skin, it was clearly intended as a thorough survey which 
could, and likely did, form a long-term point of reference for lordship 
officials.  In this respect, it ought to be considered a forerunner to the 
careful valuation, or ‘Valor’, of Edmund de Grey’s English estates under-
taken by his steward, Richard Carlile, in 1467–68, which is similarly bound 
in a small paper book (and carefully notes decayed rents, see below).10 

Each property, from parcels as small as a few feet of land between 
burgage plots, to large estates in the more remote parts of the lordship, is 
recorded alongside the name of the current property owner(s), the two 
previous owners and the annual rent. Where, occasionally, property has 
been granted to an individual for a term of years or of life at less than the 
‘ancient rent’, or where a rent is in ‘decay’ and not generating revenue, 
this has been carefully noted.  Additionally, as mentioned above, it lists 
all revenue-producing aspects of the lordship, such as rent arising from 
the farm of the right to regulate the borough’s official measures or the farm 
of the right to operate lord’s mills. The 1483–84 rental is superior to its 
predecessors, in so far as its detail allows one to follow family fortunes, 
such as the formation, division and disestablishment of personal estates 

  8. See, A.D.M. Barrell and M. Brown, ‘A settler community in post-conquest rural Wales: 
the English of Dyffryn Clwyd, 1294–1399’, Welsh History Review, 17 (1995), 332–55; 
M.F. Stevens, Urban Assimilation in Post-Conquest Wales: Ethnicity, Gender and Economy 
in Ruthin, 1282–1348 (Cardiff, 2010). 

  9. A.D.M. Barrell and R.R. Davies, ‘Land lineage and revolt in north-east Wales, 1243–
1441: a case study’, Cambrian Medieval Studies, 29 (1995), 48–9. 

10. Jack, ‘The lords Grey’, 232; R.I. Jack, The Grey of Ruthin Valor: The Valor of the English 
Lands of Edmund Grey, Earl of Kent, Drawn Up from the Ministers' Accounts of 1467–8 
(Sydney, 1965).  
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19RECORDS OF DENBIGHSHIRE LORDSHIPS: IV.i

over three generations. It also allows one to see how much property was 
inherited, as opposed to purchased, by the two most recent generations 
of possessors. Likewise, it allows one, in light of Welsh patronymic naming 
practices, to gauge roughly the interaction of Welsh and English property 
heirs, buyers and sellers over the two most recent generations. This great 
detail also means that the 1483–84 rental is a considerably lengthier 
document than the rentals previously published in this series. And so, the 
edition of its content will be divided between at least two instalments in 
these Transactions, the first, presented here, being the first part of the rental, 
covering the borough of Ruthin.  

Stored in the National Archives ‘special collections’ series, reference SC 
12/24/1, the 1483–84 rental comprises just over 100 pages, now numbered 
with modern-era ink-stamp numbers, numbering the front cover of the 
closed book as page one, its dorse as page two, the front of the first internal 
paper leaf (what we would normally think of as ‘the first page’) as page 
three, that leaf’s dorse as page four, and so forth. The edition below begins 
on page three, so numbered.  The page numbers are here reproduced to 
the left of the text so as to indicate where each new manuscript page 
begins.  

The language of the manuscript is generally Latin, presented in a 
highly abbreviated form, with the exception of some personal, occu-
pational and place names that appear in Welsh or English; numbers were 
written in Roman numerals. The editorial approach adopted has been to 
maximise the ease with which the modern reader might employ the 
document, and so the Latin has been translated and Roman numerals 
converted to modern Arabic numerals.  

Common English Christian names appear in the manuscript as their 
abbreviated Latin equivalents. They are here presented in modern English. 
Abbreviated Welsh names, as indicated in the table below, have here been 
extended in their modern forms.  Welsh names consistently written in full 
have not been modernised, but there modern equivalents are given in the 
table below. Problematic and inconsistent name elements are addressed 
in footnotes.  Personal names in the rental are abbreviated or written in 
full with a very high degree of consistency. This allows the identification 
of the same persons in different parts of the rental with a high degree of 
confidence.   
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Table 1. Welsh names and by-names 
 

 
 
 

 

MS abbreviations and their modern equivalents.  
 

Plethyn’ Bleddyn 

Dic’ Dicon 

Eden’ Ednyfed 

Eign’ Einion 

Go’/Go’e Goch 

Gruff’ Gruffydd 

Gwen’ Gwenllian 

Hoell’ Howell 

Ieun’ Ieuan 

Iollyn Iolyn 

Ior’ Iorwerth 

Ith’ Ithel  

Lleq’ Lleucu 

Lli’ Llywelyn 

Mad’ Madog 

Mariot Marion 

Me’d’ Maredudd 

Morvith Morfudd 

Owen’ Owain 

Tod’ Tudur 
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21RECORDS OF DENBIGHSHIRE LORDSHIPS: IV.i

 
Some occupational by-names appear in English or Welsh. In the late 

fifteenth century it is likely that most of these were employed as surnames, 
and so their spellings have not been modernised.  The exception to this 
rule, made for clarity, is gwehydd (E. weaver), which was spelled variously 
weth and quheth, where appearing in addition to a surname.12  

An attempt has been made, in the edition below, to preserve the layout 
of the original document.  The rental proceeds street by street. Where a 
property’s rent was decayed, this is indicated in the left-hand margin. The 
main entry for each piece of property, including the annual rent and any 
rent reduction, is in a central column.  Occasionally, where a person other 
than the property holder was responsible for a rent, the property holder’s 
name is underlined and the liable party’s name inserted above as in 
interlineation. A calculation of the six-month rent value appears in a right-
hand column likely intended to aid officials in collecting the annual rent 

11. D[d]eio could be short for ‘Theodor’, usually rendered Tudur; or Deio could be a 
familiar form of Dafydd. 

12. See below, manuscript pages 23 and 25. 

 

Unabbreviated MS names and by-names, and their modern 
equivalents. 

 
 
 
 

Agharat Angharad 

Bady Badi 

Deio11 Tudur or Dafydd 

Grono Gronwy 

Jankyn Iankin/Jenkin 

Ken Cyn 

Luce Lucy/Lleucu 

Moris Morys 

Res Rhys 

Saier Saer 

Tona Twna 

Vachan Fychan  
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DENBIGHSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY TRANSACTIONS22

in two payments, around Easter and Michaelmas (29 September), 
although, as indicated at the end of the rental, payments such as periodic 
revenues from tolls were to be made at different intervals.13 Additional 
calculations, pertaining to decayed and reduced rents, appear in the right-
hand margin. Words and sums struck through on the manuscript have 
likewise been struck through here. Information supplied by the editor, 
excepting the extension of English and Welsh (as above) Christian names 
abbreviated in a standard way, has been placed between square brackets. 
Where a textual error appearing in the manuscript has been reproduced, 
it has been followed by the abbreviated Latin word ‘sicut’, meaning ‘just 
as’, between square brackets, ‘[sic.]’. Where an abbreviation’s extension is 
not clear, the manuscript letters have been reproduced in italic font 
followed by an apostrophe. The manuscript sums have been checked for 
accuracy and errors noted, but reproduced faithfully even where in error.

13. For example, as per manuscript page 35. 
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